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My assignment was difficult. America and Japan were at

war and it is

far harder to

easy in wartime to condemn wholesale, but

try to see how your enemy looks at life

through his own eyes. Yet it had to be done. The question

was how the Japanese would behave, not how we would

behave if we were in their place.[...] T had to look at the

way they conducted the war itself and see it not for the

moment as a military problem but as a cultural problem.’
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I had to forego the most important technique of the cultural
anthropologist: a field trip. I could not go to Japan and live
in their homes and watch the strains and stresses of daily
life, see with my own eyes which were crucial and which
were not. I could not watch them in the complicated busi-
ness of arriving at a decision. I could not see their children

being brought up.”
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Writers in every nation have tried to give an account of
themselves. But it is not easy. The lenses through which
any nation looks at life are not the ones another nation uses.
It is hard to be conscious of the eyes through which one
looks. Any country takes them for granted, and the tricks
of focusing and of perspective which give to any people its
national view of life seem to that people the god-given
arrangement of the landscape. In any matter of spectacles,
we do not expect the man who wears them to know the
formula for the lenses, and neither can we expect nations to
analyze their own outlook upon the world. When we want
to know about spectacles, we train an oculist and expect
him to be able to write out the formula for any lenses we
bring him. Some day no doubt we shall recognize that it is

the job of the social scientist to do this for the nations of
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the contemporary world.””
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Hachi is a cute dog. As soon as he was born he was
taken away by a stranger and was loved like a child of the
house. For that reason, even his weak body became healthy
and when his master went to his work every morning, he
would accompany him (master) to the street car station
and in the evening around the time when he (master)
came home, he went again up to the station to meet him.

In due time, the master passed away. Hachi, whether he
knew of this or not, kept looking for his master every day.
Going to the usual station he would look to see if his master
was in the crowd of people who came out whenever the
street car arrived.

In this way days and months passed by. One year passed,

two years passed, three years passed, even when ten years
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had passed the aged Hachi's figure can be seen every day

in front of the station still looking for his master.””
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