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Study on the Development of Global Human Resource and the
Long-term Impact of Study Abroad Experiences
— Results from an Online Survey for Those Who Studied
Abroad and Who Did Not —

SHIMM! Yukiko , OTA Hiroshi , WATABE Yuki , AKIBA Hiroko
(Hitotsubashi University)

With the decline since the late 2000s of the number of Japanese students who
study abroad, the development of global human resource and the promotion of
study abroad experiences among Japanese students have become an emerging
agenda by the Japanese government. The current study aimed to examine the
long-term impact of study abroad experiences through a comparison of groups of
Japanese individuals who studied abroad (study abroad group) and those who did
not (non-study abroad group}. To be included in the study abroad group, one had
1o have studied abroad for more than three months at a high school, university,
graduate school, or language school. They were also required to have had a job
by the time of the survey. As for the inclusion requirements for the control
group {non-study abroad group), one had to have no study abroad experiences
lastng longer than three months, to have graduated from a university or graduate
school in Japan, and to have had career experiences by the time of the survey.
This study explored the following six areas in terms of their long-term impace of
study abroad experiences: (1) intellectual, social, and personal ability (18 items),
(2) perception and awareness (16 items), (3) participation in social activities (8
items), (4) attitude and values (8 items), (5) career and employability (9 items),
and (6) satisfaction of life and work (6 items). The participants responded to the
survey, which used a 4-point Likert Scale for each item. An online survey was
administered to the study abroad group from December 2014 to May 2015,
and 4,489 valid responses were received. An online survey for the non-study
abroad group was administered from August to September 2015, and 1,298
valid responses were received. The weighted averages of the Likert Scale responses
were calculated for each group and for each item. The results showed that the

scores of the responses from the study abroad group were higher than those of
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the non-study abroad group in all items. This indicates that the individual who
had studied abroad recognized pesitive impacts of their study abroad experiences
in various aspects of their life, compared to those in the control group. Among
the six areas of long-term impact, the scores of the weighted averages on (1)
intellectual, social, and personal ability and (2) perception and awareness were
especially higher for individuals in the study abroad group than those in the nen-
study abroad group. People who had studied abroad acknowledged their growth
not only in their language abilities and cross-cultural competence, bur also in their
communication skills and fexibility. They also highly endorsed positive changes
in their perceptions and awareness such as appreciating diversity and awareness of
international issues. From these results, we conclude that study abroad experiences
provide an effective learning opportunity for Japanese individuals to develop the

competencies necessary for active participation in a globalizing environment.

Keywords:
Long-term impact, Study abroad, Japanese students, Global human resource,

International education





