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< Resumt >

THE BLACK SEA AND RUSSIA '
IN THE 14TH AND 15TH CENTURIES

Eizo MATSUKI

The author discusses a few aspects of the commercial contacts between
Russia and Ttalian Black Sea settlements in the 14th and 15th centuries.
After describing the emergence and rapid growth of the colonial cities on
the coast of the Black Sea, like Caffa, Soldia, Tana, etc. in the second half
of the 13th century, he reveals that Muscovy in the 14th century had much
closer commercial connection with Soldia (Surozh in Russian) than with '
other settlements, and points out three reasons why Moscow preferred Soldia
as her favorite trade partner. 1) Soldia had traditionally been one of the
Crimean trade centers where Greek merchants had played a dominating
role. 2) Throughout the 13th century, Russian merchants (especially of
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southwest Russia) traded their goods and kept their settlement in this city.
3) For the first century of the Italian colonization, the Venetians held a
dominant position in Soldia, not the Genoese, whose policies in the Black
Sea settlements were often unfavorable for Muscovy.

The author also considers the problems of the slave trade in the Black
Sea. He directs attention to the fact that the slaves transferred from the
Black Sea in the 14th and 15th centuries were mainly composed of three
ethnic groups: Tartars, Caucasians and Russians. In the 15th century, he
points out that Russian slaves were the greatest in number of the three ethnic
groups, while in the 14th century they had been far exceeded by the Tarters,
who had been transferred to the East as well as to the West. Russian slaves
were transported to and sold at every place in the Mediterranean: in Egypt,
the Byzantine Empire, and the Latin colonies of Levant, Italy, France and
Spain.

Lastly, in connection with the source of the Russian slaves for the
Black Sea market, the author makes reference to the piracy of so called
Novgorodian ushkuinik on the shore of the Volga river. He points out that
they plundered Russian towns, villages and all sorts of ships trading on the
Volga. Their booty was, first, goods and merchandise, and secondly,
Russian people. Most of the Russian captives were sold to the besermen
(Moslem or Volga Bulgarian) merchants, who supplied them to the Black
Sea slave-market. The auther also pays attention to the fact that the activity
of ushkuinik was provoked in large degree by the recovery of the Volga
trade in the 14th century.



