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< Abstract>
Machine-dealers in Modern Tokyo and
Yokohama: Machinery as new commercial goods
and emerging alieness

Yosuke Meshitsuka (Hitotsubashi University)

The purpose of this article is to investigate what problems merchants confronted
through trading machinery in Meiji era. Especially, I focused on labor-management
relations in machine-dealers and importance of technical knowledge in trading
machinery.

Some researcher indicated many degreed engineers worked for trading firms. But, in
fact, almost all of the “merchant-engineers” worked for big concerns. So, It is still vague
how Japanese traded those alien things generally. In fact, in early Meiji period, trading
for machinery didn’t require some technical knowledge because foreign engineers who
operated trading houses in Yokohama offered advice about technological issues.

But, after Japanese-Russo War (1904-05), machine-dealers became to need technical
knowledge of their clerks and themselves, because their customers who had have some
machinery already, demanded more convincing statements.

Knowledge embodied human-being. So, clerks could transfer opportunistically.
Merchants responded this employment-related issue aggressively. They organized an
association for controlling their clerks in 1911.
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I 64%  33% 685  56%  51%  7T4%  53%  53%  70%  30%  59%  55%  24%  43%
BRI 4% 44% 57% 65% 51% 59% 42% 41% 46% 24% 35% 35% 39% 44%
AhOGE2) 7% 58%  62%  68%  63%  67%  48%  48%  56%  43%  55%  48%  49%  54%
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& 3:3 Ptk EFERM IR T OZE (1875~1890)

544 1875 4% 1880 4% 1885 4% 1890 4%

T.Rose & Co. Engineers, &c. Iron Iron Merchants, General Iron Merchants,

(107—113) Merchants, Engineers and Commission  General
General Agents Engineers and
Engineers and Commission
Commission Agents.
Agents.

Annand & Co. — [ron Merchants Iron Merchants and —

(55—44) and Importers Importers

Whitfield & Dowsons Yokohama Iron Yokohama Iron Yokohama Iron Works. Yokohama

(69) Works, Engineers, Works Engines & Iron

&c Works, Limited.

(HHFT) The Japan Gazette HonglList & Directory, Japan Gazette, Yokohoma\ZlX 5, 728 . [FI& £}
1 1879 FELARRI The Japan Directory \ZtFRL CVNA,
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