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Special Issue: Kiyomi Morioka Research Documents and the Development of

Social Research in Postwar Japan
Tazuko Kobayashi

Kiyomi Morioka has been a leader in religious and family sociology in Japan after the war, producing
excellent research outcomes based on qualitative research that had been highly unique within the history of
social research. Morioka has been conducting field work in various parts of Japan for about seventy years.
He started with rural sociological research; his final thesis, to graduate from Tokyo Liberal Arts and
Science University in 1947, was based on Awa Village in Mie Prefecture. He has authored a number of
research papers based on his field work.

Since the beginning, Morioka has stored a large portion of the research data and documents, which also
contain his field notes, at his home. In 2013, we received those documents and materials at the Kobayashi
office of Hitotsubashi University and had the valuable opportunity of having them explained verbally by
Morioka himself. These documents and materials, called “Morioka Kiyomi Research Documents,” are
based on research mainly conducted in the 1950s and 1960s. These materials from Morioka have to be
considered sociological research heritage that depict the development of postwar social research. Therefore,
as our first step in preparing these documents as qualitative research sources, we have organized and
recorded them. This special issue aims to provide an overview of Morioka’s documents and discuss the
themes that can be extracted, as well as their sociological features.

By focusing on Morioka’s research career and documents, this special issue also attempts to
comprehensively understand Morioka’s life as a researcher and sociologist. In particular, these research
documents are not only valuable as historical records, but are also important to establish specific research
practices. We will reorganize Morioka’s research practices through such documents and examine how
qualitative research led to rich, intellectual production in religious and family sociological research.
Furthermore, by exploring Morioka’s autobiographical works and reexamining local studies, we will
elucidate the development of research methods in the 1950s and 1960s.

This special issue is the result of seven years of collaborative research between Morioka and the
authors, and included various perspectives and activities: beginning with, “Interview with Prof. Kiyomi
Morioka” conducted on January 31, 2012; joining the symposium “Research Heritage: How to Inherit the
Research Heritage of the 20th Century” conducted by the Japanese Sociological Association on October
13, 2013; having Morioka himself to explain the research documents three times, between 2014 and 2015;
conducting field work in Nagai, Yamagata prefecture (August 2015) and Iga, Mie prefecture (September
2015) with Morioka accompanying us; and discussing Morioka’s research experience and documents at his

office several times.



